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| THE 
BORING OF 
THE EARE, 


Contayning a plaine and 
profitable Diſcourſe by 
way of Dialogue, 


concerning 


I. Onr preparation before Hearing. 

2. Our demeanour in Hearing. 

3- Oar exerciſe after we haue heard 
the Word of God. 


Written by that faithfull and 
diligent Miniſter of Gods Word, 
Maſter Stephen Egerton, ſome- 


times Preacher of the Black. 
Friars in Londos. 


Looke to thy feet whert thou commeſt inte the 
Houſe of God , and be readver to beare then 
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{ſhunned the common view 


wolentREaDeER., 


Hriſtian R = a-| 
DER, though 
minecowne Me- 
ditations hauc 
hither-to euer 


of the World , contenting 
my ſelfe with the priuate 
Approbation of mine owne 
Charge : yet conſidering the 
generall good that may ac- 
cruevnto the whole Church 
of Chriſt , by theſe labours 
of my Reverend Kinſman, 
Maſter Srephen Fgerton , I 
haue ventured to. commend 


them vnto Gods Church, 
A 3 being 


>—_m_—_—_—_ Y 


Mat. 9.33. 


1,Cor.13.1, 


Mat.11.17 


tid. A 


tcd. I know , without my 


ching, ſach frequent hearing, 
ſo many ſhould yet bee __ 
ſeſt as 1t were with a dumb 
Deuill, and all our Sermons 
to the moſt of men bur as 
ſounding Brafſle ora tinklin 

Cimball. So wee pipe, ww 
no mandanceth, wemourne 
and no man weepcth , wee 
preach peace , but no man 
ſorroweth for his ſinne. May 
wenotſay of theſe,as Daurd 
of the Idolls, They haue eaves 
and heare not ? oras our Saui- 
our tranſlaterch that fearefull 


| To the Reader. | 
being thereunto allo intrea-| 


commendation, they will be | | 
worth your ſmall coſt in 
procuring , your little labour | | 
in peruſing. For it is admi- || 
rable to conſider , that in| 


theſe preaching and hearing | 
dayes, ſuch faithfull prea- | 
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Il they ſhall heare, and ſhall not 


1 with their eares, and vnder- 
1 land with their hearts , and 
1] bee conderted and healed. So 


| voyceof the Spirir vnto the 
{| ſeuerr Churches of Aſia, Hee 


'| him heare whar the Spirit 
| ſaith wats the Charches. 


Tothe Reader. 


comtmination againſt the def. 
piſcrs ofhis Word; Hearing 


vnderſtand , leaft they heare 


to hearc then, is to attend 
with the care, to receiue with 
the heart; to connerrt in the 
life and conuerſation , elſe 
our finfull foules can ncuecr 
bee heaked. 

And therefore rhis is the 


that bath eares to hrare , let 


Thete are hue ſorts of 
cares that are nor hearing 
eares. The firſt, is a dull 
Eare, when a man is cither 


Eſa, 6.9,10 
Mat, 3.14 


Rene, 2.17. 
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L uke 1o, 


Fo the Reader. 


Eare , as: the Serpent ſtoppeth 
ht eare againſt the vayce of the 


Charmer. Such are our Recu- 
ſants, and ſecure Perſons, 
that will notheare, leſt they 
ſhould bee thawed from 
their dregs, and fo conuerted 
and ſaved. 

The third, isa preiudiciall 
or {iniſter Eare: this man like 
Malchas hath loſt his right 


drouſic, or careleſle, or igno- |) 
q ran rc. | ; 4 : wv 
The ſecond, is a ſtopped| 
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Phariſce to Chriſt , rotempt 
the Miniſter, to catch him 
in his talke, turning all his 
ſpeech to the worſt, becauſe 
hee hates or deſpiſeth the 
perſon ofthe Preacher. This 
man is like the 'Spider that 


M— 
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{ſucketh poylan: out of the 
[weeteſt lowers, The 


Eare, and hee comes as the | 


Sake th EF 
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{ [itching Eare that muſt bee 
(clawed, that will heare no- 


To the Reader. þ | 
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The fourth , is the nice of 


thing but noueltics , and | 


dainties, that lookes not (o | 


much ro thegoodneſle of the 
meat, as to the ſweetneſle of) 
the ſawce. Surely this man 
muſt needes haue a thinne 
and pined ſoule, and he often 


meers with that hee vnder- | 
'ſRtandeth not, meate that hee 


cannot digeſt, and fo ſeldom 
or neuer profiteth by the 
Word of God. 

The fift, is anadulterous 
Eare, that will heare any bur 
the voice of their owne Shep- 
herds. You ſhall know them 
as the Harlot is knowne, 
they are cuer gadding to ſecke 
their new Louers : but God 
{hall one day diſconer their 
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adultery to the ſhame oftheir 
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| Tothe Reader, T1 | 


'Perfons, to the diſgrace of 
their Profeſhon , to the con- | | 
ſuſion of their faces. To ſuch 
It mee fay, as Chriſt to the 
woman taken it adulterie; 
Goe aud ſinne no more. Now 
all theſe hane Eares and 
hearcnor, and therefore haue 
neede tohaue the word Eph- 
phatapronounced vntothem 
as vnto the deafe man. And: 
[for their better dire&ion in 
this dutic, this preſent Trac 
is of cxccllent vc, being plain 
and familiar for the manner, 
and ſound for the matter, be- 
\ing grounded vpon many 
(excellent exhortations , and 
[rules in the Holy Scripture: 
| whereby men may know 
how to heare with: gloric 
| |vnto God, honour vnto his 
Ordinance, and profit vnto 
their owne ſoules. 

| The 
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The neceſhtie of this du- 
{| tic the Apoſtle proues where 
hee thus argueth, Faith com- 
meth by hearing, &c. Now 
without faith it is impoſſh- 
ble to pleaſe God. 

The neglk&t or contempt, 
| or ignorance of this dutic, is 
| the cauſe of all prophaneſle: 

whereas-if men would heare 
| as they ought, this hearing 

| would beper faich, and faich 
| would bring forth all excel- 
[lent graces , accompanying 
ſaluation. The ſeruant which 
bound himſelfe ro the perpe- 
[ruall ſernice of his mater ds. 
{cauſe he loned him was to be 
{broght vntothe'doore of his 
| houſe, and/his Maſter, was-to 
bbare- his earc with an Awlc- 
Whoſoener heis- thar cnters 


k — 
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| TotheReader, © 


[1nto Gods ſeruice , heemuſt 
phauc this marke, euen- an 0-| 


pen ; 


Exod.21.6, 


Y | 


Eccleſc4.17 


To the Reader. 


| 


| pen eare, andit muſt be boa- 
red at the Doore of Gods | 


houſe, that he may be readier 
to heare , then to offer the 
Sacrifice of fooles. The He- 
brewes ſay, itisthe righteare 
that muſt bee boare 


ſiniſter care , they doe not 
expreſſe themſelues true ſer- 
uants of God. Whoſocuer 
therfore hath dedicated him- 
ſelfe to the feruice of the 
Lord, let him expreſle his 
Obligation or Indenture, by 
his open care to the Word 
of God : for his ſheepe heare 
his voyce , and his Familie 
doe his command. Gad giues 
vato cuery one that heere- 
ceiueth into his ſeruice , this 
Iewell to hang in his eare, 


tion and reucrence. | 


: andjþ 
ſurely if men heare with a[j 


namely, to heare with atten-|; 


| 
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Jand bee healed of all your 


1not as hee ought. Now that 
you may. heare with your 


| —————— 


To the Reader. | 


1. Whatſocucr God ſpca- 

keth. 

2. When ſocuer hee ſpea- 

keth. 

3. By whom ſocuer hee} 

ſpeaketh. 

The next puniſhment vn- 
to death by our National! 
law, isloling the eares. And 
certainly whoſe caresor hea- 
ring God; hath ſuffered to be 
taken away , they are in a 
dangerous or deſperate caſe, 
becauſe the. Vord is the ſa- 
uour of life vnto the Tight 
hearer , and: the ſauvour of 
death vnto him that heareth 


cares, and vnderſtand with 
your hearts , and be conuer- 
ted from 'your cuil! wayes, 


fins; vſe this ſhort and caſie 
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To the Reader. 


receipt; and as you find the 
ce of it, returnethe glory 
to God, cſteeme of him who 
hath preſented it to your! 
view, and vſe as one that!) 
hath good will vato $S7on, lj 
and moaneth for the deafe-J 
nefle of the Daughter of his] 
People, and ſhall cucr pray} 
that this word EFphphathai] 
may bee by the Spirit of the 
Lord effeQually pronounced] 
vito all thoſe who deſire to 
heare the glad tidings of the 
Gofpcll of Icſus Chriſt. To 
whom, with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt, bee all ho-/ 
nour and praiſe , and obedi-! 
ence yeelded, now and for e-) 
uer, AMEN. 


Yours in the Lord Tefwa 
to be commanded. 


| 
Richard Crooke,! 


| then H 


Word of God, maſ} needs 


I nimg. In this T reatiſe is 


1jit ( being a man by long 


none u more need- 
rate /ul!, or Þ/e-full, 
caring, Of all the 
Obiefts of Hearing, none 
tobe compared 10 the Word 
of God, To bee tanght 
then how to heare the 


bee a leſſon worth the lear- 


that deftrine taught, The 
Author who firſt indized 


ks 


* Maſter 
Stephen 
Egerton of 
Blackefry- 
ers*Londors 
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| To the Reader. 


Prattiſe and much Experi- 
ence, acquainted with Boa-| 
ring of the Eare ) thel 
Matter contained in it ( be-| 
ing a meanes ſanttified toi 
| bring Vs nto Life and| 
Happmeſſe) and the Man-| 
ner of Þnfolding that mat-| 
| ter ( being diſtinf# and per- 
{picuous ) doe in efpectall 
manner commend it Vnto| 
thee, Come. and reade.., 


Reade and Iudge. 


William Gouge, 


"| 
pr 
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Take beed how you Fo &T. 


© het 


Sita hardmat- 
ter to heare 


S ., | God preached 
|| #—@re hcedtully, and 
with fruit ? 


Anf. | 


T5 j "in he Boring of the Eare. | 


Aunſ. Yes verily : elſe our| 
Sauiour Chriſt would neuecr 
haue exhorted and-perſwas» 
ded his hearcrs to the per- 
formance of this dutie by ſo 
many Arguments. 
| 24," What Arguments 
doth hee vſc? 

An. In this Parable hee 
| vſcth diucrs reaſoris: one, be- 
cauſe it is a very rare and 
daintie thing to heare the |} 
Word profitably, ſeeing a- || 
mong ſo many thouſands | 
that flocke together , ſcarce | 
the fourth part reapeth any 
profit ; becauſe though men |i 
cal you not to accoiit: though |! 
Parents, Paſtors; Maſters, |! 
&c. negle& vs, yet God will |þ 
call vs to account, and tit will 
one day appeare, who haue |) 
heard of conſcience, and who || 


nor. | 
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The Boring - of the Fare. 
9%. What other reaſons 


may begathered out of the| 


words of Chriſt,to ptouethe 
profit, neceſhtie, anddifhcul- 
tic of hearing ? 

| e©As. Divers : -asfirſt to be 


| {agood and fruitful heater'is 


| a ſpeciall gift of God,and pe- 
culiar to-the Ele&, Ay ſheepe 
heare m my VOYce. And againe, 
hee that 6 of God, heareth Gods 
Word. And Chriſt thewing 
the reaſon why his Diſciples 
profited rather then others, 
faith, To you it i ginen, oc. 
with many other places to 
the like purpoſe:as when true 


Il ihe Elect. 
Secondly, In reſpe&t ofthe 


excellencie of the Veg 
which is called the VWord of 


q the Kingdome,bothin reſpe& 


19 the ſubieR, and alſo of frhe 
B2 eſſe&>. 


— 


Faith is called the Faith of 


| 
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195, 10.27, 


lobn $.47 


Luke 8.10. 


Titus I,Is 
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Rym.1.16. 
Afts 26.72 
TiUH8 3, 11, 


2.Kines9, 
6,7,8, 
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effe&,-:To the ſame purpoſ:|| 
iris called, The power of God|| 
Lr0 ſaluation to: eucry. one that 
beleeetth. T he Word of Grace, || 
and Faith. Seeing then, itis|| 


che word of the Kingdome, 
yea 4. of ſuch a Kingdome; 
with what attention, reſolu- 
tion, and heedfulneſle ought 
wee to heare it? 7ehuand his 
| Companions counted the 
Propher a mad fellow : yer 
when hee brought him ty- 
dings ofa Kingdome, he was 
glad to heare it, and willing 
ro embrace it. 

Thirdly, To the ſamepur- 


poſe (which may be another | 
reaſon) itis called Seed, yea,} 


Immortall Seed , whereupon 


the, Apoſtle makerh the ſame 


concluſion in effet , that 


-Chriſt doth herein this place; 
" (laying , Wherefore, my deare|: 
Bre-'3 
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| |/[mift to heare , and ſlow to 
| [wrath - for the wrath of man 


! [off God So the Miniſter is 
{ (called the Lords Sower, or 
! | Huſbandman,and the people} 
! [his huſbandry, and the time 
| [of preaching , the time of 
| [ſowing or the Seed time:{hall| 
! |wethen caſt away our ſelues, 
! [and cauſe the Lord to loſe 


| The Bering of the Eare. 


Brethren, let euery man bee_ 


worketh not the righteouſneſſe 


both his labour and coſt vp- 
on vs ? 
Fourthly,Wherein(which 
may bea fourth reaſon) wee 
are to bee the more vigilant, 
becauſe Satan likea rauening 
Fowle followeth vs ſore at 
the heeles, &c. Therefore as 
at all times, and in all holy 
duties : ſo eſpecially in this, 
let vs remember that we haue 


Mat.13. q 


not (as the Apoltle faith) 20 


B3 | wreſtle 
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| The Boring of the Eare. 


— 


wreſtle againſt fleſh and bloud, 
but againſt Principalities, and 
Powers, ec. 

Fiftly , A fiftreaſon (like- 
wiſe ariling from hence) may | || 
be this. Itisarare and f{ingu-| [| 
lar grace, which few attayne| {| 
vnto:ſcarce one of fourezyea,: ||- 
rather ſcarce one of fortie| ||: 
that hearech heedfully with | I|1 
fruit, reucrent attention, &c. | {|| 
Plaine experience prooueth| || 
as much , Let Miniſters exa- 
mine their people, Parents 
[their Children, Maſters their | | 
Seruants, &c. and it will 
plarnly appeare how ſlender- 
[ly they haue heard : yea, let | 
euery man examine his owne, | 
heart, and call himſelfe to ac- | 
count cocerning thoſethings | 
which haue bcene delinered. 
in the publike Congregation, | | 
2nd his conſcience will tell | | 


4 
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him, | * 
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| The Boring of the Eave. 


beene. 

Sixtly andlaſtly, Thegrear 
gaine and increaſe promiſed 
trocarefull hearers , ought ro 
encourage vs, To him that 


wen. \Vherefore ſccing it is a 
thing ſo rare,and excellent,ſo 
profitable, ſo difficult (for the 
[fat heart, - dull cares, heauic 
head, drowlie eyes, get no 
good :) Let no man thinke 
| with himſelfe, I will now fit 
downe and take my place, 
and fit downe at caſe, and 


 Jheareatpleaſure , burrather 


{let him thus thinke, I will go 


now toan exerciſe indecd(al- | 


though ſome ſcorne , and 0- 
thers fooliſhly impropriate 
{the word) I muſt now buckle 


*with Satan and mine owne 


Fcorruption, &c. 2n. 


him , what a heedlefſe and 
| J] vaprofitable hearer hee hath 


hath (faith Chriſt) ſhallbe gi- 


% 
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Luke $.18, 


r.T:m.4.8, 
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| The Boring of the are. 


| :2u, Seeing cher irisa dit: 
tie ſo neceſlary, ſo profitable, 
rare,cxcellent,and difficult to 
heare well ; whatthings are 
chiefly to bee reſpe&ed to the 
end wee may heare as wee 
ought ? 

An. To the end we may 
heare as wee ought, weare to 
conſider, Firſt, what is to be 
done before the Sermon: Se-|j| 
condly , what is tobee done; 
in the very Sermon time: 
And laſtly,what is to be done 
after the Sermon. 


ALLELE ND CR AAA 
CHapP, II. 


9n, ( 7 Hatis the ge- 
VV dutic of 


hearers before the Sermon 


time: 


 TheBoring of the Eare. 


I [Houſe of GOD, fo as thou 
| |[mayſt bee prepared to heare, 


An. Their dutie is, with 
great CArc and conſcience to 
prepare and ſanttifie them- 
ſelues. - 

2n. How is that proucd? 

An. Firſt, by plaineand 
cuident Precepts and Teſti- 
monies of Scripture, both in 
the Old and NewTeſtament. 
Salomon ſaith, Looke well to thy 
feet when thou goeft 10 the_ 


thatis, to obey and belecuc, 
the word of God preachedin 
his Temple : as if hee ſhould 
ſay,looke thou be morecare. 
full ro offer vp thy lelfe vnto 
God, by gwing himan obe- 
dientheartand care, thento 
bring Calues, Goates, &c. 
withouta belecuing and obe- 
dient heart, as the mannerof 


| 


Hypocrites and Warldlings | 
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The Boring of the Eare. 


| 
is. James ſaith, Lay apart all 
filthineſſe , and ſuper fluitie of 
maliciouſneſſe , and receine_ 
with meekneſſe the word that 6 
grafiedin you, which © able 
to ſaue your ſoules. 
Secondly, The praftiſe 
of Gov 5s faithfull people, 
both before the Law, Gen. 35. 
2,101.5. And at the giuing 
of the Law. Exe4d.19.10. and 
likewiſe after theLaw,1.Sam. 
16.5. 2.Chronicles 15.12. and 
2.Chron.29.5. loel 2.15,16. 
Thirdly, Theglorious Ma- 
ieſtie of God before whom 
we come. 
Fourthly, the cxcellencic 


2:C07.3'5+ | CIeNCIC. 2.Cormmthians 3.5. 


| 
| 


of theſe heauenly things 
which in this holy meeting 
are propounded vnto vs. 

Fiftly , Our owne inſuffi- 


Sixtly, The pollution and 
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T he Boring of the Eare. 


vncleancneſle. both of our 
hearts and liues : in reſpe& 
whereof wee ought to hear- 


Apoſtle, Clenſe your hands yee 
mmners, and purge your hearts 
nee double minded men , and ſo 
draw neare to God, and hee will 
draw neareto you. 
Scuenthly, (This may bee 
referred to the fift Reaſon) it 
he Heathen did ſohighlys- 
ſteeme of their Deuillith My- 
ſteries, thatthey vſed to ſay, 
Be gone, be'gone farre from 
ence all yee prophane ones; 
\nd againe, Touch no vn- 
teane thing with vnwaſhen 
ands:how much more qught 
we to think thus of the great 
ind holy Myſteric of God- 
ineſſe , and accordingly to 
prepare our ſelues to bee par- 
pakers thereof ? 


II 


Lames 4. 3. 
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| The Boring of the Eare. 


2a. You hauce thewed me}ſ 
generally what is to be done 
ofallmen before the Sermon, 
now tell what is to bee done 
more particularly. 

Am. Firſt,they muſt care- 
fully auoyde ſu-fetting and 
drunkennefſe, and diſorder 
in Dyct : and vſe great mo- 
deration, and ſobrietie, eſpe 
cially ouer night, and in the 
morning before they reſort 
to the publike Aſſemblies 
Chriſt faith , Take heed leF a 
any time your hearts bee ouer 
come with ſurfetting and drun 
kenneſſe. If at all times wed? 
muſt take heed, how muchi{* 
more atthis time? For Wine 
isa mocker, ſaith Salomon 
ana ſtrong arinke is raging 
And as the Prophet faith } 
Wine and flrong drinke tak 2 


| away the heart. And Eſay faith v 


"a 


» — 


ee 
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f 770 be 10 them that riſe early to 
follow drunkenneſſe, &c.then 
© hee giuerh the reaſon, ſaying, 
They regard not the Lords 
| | worke-, but deſpiſe the Law 0 
16 :he Lordof Hoſts. Wherethe 
| Apoſtle- ſaith , Bee nor filled 
"| with Wine, wherein exceſſe, 
\ | 6ut be yee filled with the ſpirit, 
"] He ſheweth that fulneſle isan 
Enemie to ſpirituall Graces : 
whereof heedfull and proh- 
table hearing of the word is 
one. 

2%. What is the next 

F particular - hinderance to bee 
18 auoyded, when we aretogoc 
tothe Houſe of God? 

An. Excefhue care and 
minding of Earthly things, 
which are reckoned vp as 
thoſe fpeciall thornes that 
choke vp the Seed of the| 

1 Word of God, thatit cannot 
| | bring 


———— 
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bring forth fruit in due ſeaſon,| 
Wherefore when we goe to 
heare a Sermon, wemuſt en. 
deuour by all meanes to emp. 
tie and diſburden our ſelues 
of all ſuch thoughts, caſting 
them from vs as Thales did 
his goods,chooling rather to 
drowne them, then let them 
drowne vs by trouble and di. 
ſtraFion. © + 
28, Whar isthe third par-' 
ticular -hinderance? | 
An. Aconceitand ouer. {1 
weening: of ſome {ſingular} 
knowledge , and furniture of Ft 
Bookesand reading,whereby 
' 
{ 


14 


Luthe $.14 


they come with ſuch a preiu- 


dice as will not ſuffer them to 
reapeany profit by the Word 


preached. 
2u. What are the moſt F( 
conuenient remedies for the} * 


| & 


| remouing of this cuill*? 


Ee ee ms nn _— — — — 
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{ wittic Prince, buta holy Pro- 


| 
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CAN, Tothis purpoſe wee 
are firſt to call ro minde, that 
the preaching of the Goſpell 
is the power of God toſalua- 
tion, not to the fimpleand| 
vnlcarned only , but cuento 
encry one that beleeneth. 

Secondly, That theſe My- 
ſteries are of that natureand 
ſodiſpoſed by the prouidence 
of Gop, that they are of- 
ten reucaled to babes in 
knowledge & learning, when 
they are hid from the wiſe 
and prudent,and therefore the 
more wittie,learned,& quicke 
of conceit that men are, the 
more 'need they haue to re- 
ſort to the Houſe of God 
with feare and trembling. 

Thirdly, The examples of 
Gods fairhfull Seruants. Da- 
vid was not only a wiſe, and 


phe | 
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Rom.1.16. 


Mat.11.35 


—— 


elfds 18,36, 


Pſal.29.9, 
Toel 2x22, 
Rom 10.13, 
I4,15« 
Mat.l FeI9, 
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pher likewiſe , and a man for N 
his pictie and other fpirituall] | 


races moſt deare andaccep- 
table to God : yet who more 


the Word of God then hee? 
Aquila and Priſcilla had bet- 
ter knowledge then ©4pollos 
himſelfe an cloquent Prea- 
cher, yet they diſdayned not 
to heare him : Nor hee them, 
though hee were more lear- 
ned in other things. 

Laſtly, the publike Af- 
ſemblies:of the Church haue! 
more {itigular promiſes of| 
Govp's preſent Grace and 
bleflings, as may appeare 
by ſundry places of Scrip- 


rure. 
| 


2, What is the fourth 
hinderance ? | 
42. A partiall, or rather 


| Dr EI 


ſons, 


— -- 


———— —— —— —— C— 
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deſirous and forward toheare| | 


ſchiſmaricall reſpe& of Per 
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'#| fons*, ſuch as was in the 
4] Church. of Corintch, where 
ſom exrolled one,&ſome ano- 
ther,ſome Pauljſome Apollos? 
| 24. Whence proceedeth 
this reſpe& of perſons ? 

An. It proccedeth origi- 
nally from the hearers, either 
from the ignorance of their 
mindes; or from the corrup- 
| tion of their heartszand occa- 
 fionally from the Teachers, 
in reſpe&of the diuerſitic of 
their gifts, and manner of 
| handling of the Scriptures. 

| 94. How are men hinde- 
red by their owne ignorance, 


and corruption ? 

An. When for want of 
Indgement and San&timonie, 
they preferre ſuch as ſpeake 
plealing things, and tickle 
their cares with Eloquent 
| tearmes, pleaſant ſtories, and 


_— ee eee Eee ed — 
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I, Cor:3-334 [ 
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wittic Icſts, and cannot a-| 
way with thoſe that ſpeake 
the words of truth and ſo- 
bernefle, and the things as 
4% 26. |theſame Apoſtle ſaith, that| 
' become who!ſome dofFrine_. 
Eſpecially, if they doe plain- 
ly, and roundly lay their ſins 
1.Kinzs.22 before them. Hence it was 
7,8. that 44hab could not endure || 
£12425, Michajah, This made Felix 
'cut off Panl in the midſt of 
his ſpeech, and put him offrill 
another time. Hence ſprang 
the Impriſonment of 19hby 
Baptiſt by Herod. 
#. VWhar are the reme- 
dics againſt this hinderance? 
An. For a remedy a- 
gainſt this cuil we are to con- | 
iider, Firſt, that ſuch par-| 
tall reſpe& of Gods Mini- | 
ſters argueth a carnall, and a] 
fleſhly minde, and ſheweth 
that 


— —_——} 


: 
: 
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" 


| 


Y noconfulion nor deformitie : 


that wee are Bab& and Chil- 

dren in Chriſtianitie. 
Secondly , That by this 

partialitic wee giue to man 


more then his duc, and take 


from Chriſt that which of 
rightbelongeth to him as ap- 


peareth. 
Thirdly, That this diuer- 


|| fitie and vnequalitie of gifts 
{is not giuen for the renting 
fanddeſtroying , bur for the 


building,and the beaurifying 
of the Church of Chriſt, c- 
uen as the diuerſitie, and va- 
rictic of lowres in the ſame 
Garden differing in colour, 
ſmell, taſte and vertue, bring 


bur doe decke the ground, 
and ſerue forthe vſe and com- 
fort of man : And the mami- | 
fold varietic of ſtrings and 
Inſtruments doe make the 
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Mat.11,16 


17g. 


Lyxhe 10.16 
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Fourthly, Remember that | 


no Miniſter exceilethy in all 
oifts :and yet no true Mini- 
ſter but hath ſome ſpeciall 
pifts and graces of edificati- 
on. One is more profound in 
knowledge to informe the 
iudgement : another more 
powerfull in vtterance,for the 
inflaming of the affeQtion : 
-one is more fit to humble,and 


leſle and conceited perſons; 
another to comfort and raiſe 
vp penitent ſinners: one hath 


la ſpeciall grace to worke god- 


ly ſorrow, another to pro- 
cure ſupernaturall comfort 
and ioy. 

Fiftly, Remember that the 


coritempt of any true Mini- 
'ſter is the contempt of God 
himſelfe. 


Sixtly, 


beate downe the proud, care- || 
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Sixtly , Let it beekeptin 

I mind that Chriſtian Hearers | 

looke ratherto the pith, and 

ſubſtance of the matter, then 

tg the cnticements and pain- 
tings of the ſpeech. 

2net, What (is the hfe| 

hinderance to. bee remooued 
before the Sermon ? 

Anſ. The fift (which may 
: | be referred to the former) is 
I | a certayne hatred of the Mi- 
. [[niſters and loathing of the 
; ||| Miniſteric, fuchas was inthe 
lewes , which made them to 
fret at Chriſt , and ſtop their 
caxes againſt him. 

; Queſt. Whence ariſeth 
this hatred of the Miniſters, 
and Miniſteric? 

Anſ. Sometime from the 
perſonall behaviour of the 
Miniſter himſelfe , but com- 
monly from the matter 


YT which 


— iy wo on ——_—_ 


| 
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I.KNgs 18. 
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| Marke 6, 


{ 1,S4M.$,7- 
| Luke10.16 
Joha 13-2 
15The/.4.8, 
2,COr-5elOs 


Rom.1.16. 
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which he delinereth, where- 1: £ 


by the Errors of cheir Indge-F 
ment, and corruptions of t 
their hearts and lines; are laid 
open, and -reprooned. This 
made Ahab to count Elias his 
| Enemte, And to hate Micha- 
iah. And Herod for the like 
cauſe committed /ohn Baptiſt, 
as before you heard. 

94, Whar bee the re- 
medies againſt this- hinde- 

rance ? 

An. Let ſuch haters and 4 
deſpiſers of the Miniſteric - 
conſider that, | [ 

Firſt, They deſpiſe no 
man but God, M al true Mi- 
niſters are the Lords Ambaf- 
dours. 

Secondly, They doe great- 
ly preiudice themſclues, in 
negleting, much 'more in 


[ 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


| 


— 


Cs 


| 
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lothing the meanes of their 
com- 
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« Icomfortand ſaluation. Mcn 
e. {willingly bow to: the tree 
FAchat yeeldeth them ſhadow: 
-d How much more then ought 
iethey to ſubmit themſeluesto 
;efthe grace of God, that bring- 
eh Saluation, &+c. 


vi Thirdly; Ir is a point of 
2 {godly wifdome to diſtinguiſh 


betwecne the perſons and the 
. {Offices and not todepriue 


_ 


. Jour ſfelues of the fruit of the 
'I'Word for the fault of the | 
df Teacher. In outward things 
of Men arc wiſe : No man wall 
refuſe a good Workman for 
© ſome perſonal ſinnes. Hee 
I chat mindeth to build a houſe 
"| will not thinke the worſe of 
{the Worke becauſe the Car-| 
m is wicked, Hee that is 

ungry will not refuſe his 
meate, becauſe the Cooke 


| 


23 


T1144 1.11, 


| 


thatdreſled itis a Drunkard : 


| 
1 C4 why 
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why then ſhould we diſtaſt 
the food: of our ſqules. b 
reaſon of the {innes of hin 
rhat doth diſtribute: ir vnte 
vs ? would any man refuſc 
the Princes gift, becauſe the 
Meſſenger that bringeth it 
is 4 Machiauillian, &c. : 
2u. What elſe. maketh 
men lothe the Miniſterie ? 
An. Beſides that natural! 
corruptionwhich is common 
to all, there is in many a ſas 
( tietie, and fulneſſe, now (as 
Salomonfaith) Het that i. full 
deſpiſeth a Hony-combez but t0' 
him that & hungry,far bitterer 
thines are ſweet.” '- n 
Secondly, That rebukes|} 
andthreatnings though they | 
bee tedious to the fleth, 'yet 
they 'are wholſome Medi- 
cines to the ſoule, and ſtrong 
| defences againſt 'Satan, &c. 


B 
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And | 


| [ments haue wee to+ ouercome 
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And therefore rhey {hould 
pray with Danid, Let the; 
rightedus ſmiteme, &c. and 
pray{e God becauſe the righ- 
tcous hath ſmitten them, as 
men doe for the Chirargian 
when hee hath healed them, 
cuen by painfull ſearching 
and inciſion. 

2u. What is the fixt 
impedimenttobee ſtriuen a- 
gainſt? - 

An. | The length of the 
way, fouleneſle of the wea- 
ther, weakneſle in the partics, 
want of meanes' to carrie 
them, &c. ] 2; 

2v, What'; incourage- 


theſe impediments? | 

An. Wee haue, Firſt, the 
Law that God laid vponthe 
Iſraelites, to appeare before 


the Lord three times cucry 


Exod.:3.19 
Deut.l + 
11,12, 


yeare, | 


De 9 EOS 


om 
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| Ex0.34.24. | 


r1.Kings 
2, K1N.4.23 


Luke 24:4 examples of the godly in for- 
mer r:mes both of the Old 


Afts 2.5, * 
& $.27. 


Mai.$.3z, and New Teſtament, 
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yeare, and that with their 
| whole Family, andnotemp- 
tic handed, vntothe place ap- 
pointed by God, which muſt 


ber of their dwellings. 


ſauing them from their Ene- 
mics while they were ſo im- 
ployed. Now conſidering 


that God is the God of the 


Tewes, it cannot bee but that 
the Gentiles are proportiona- 
bly bound both to obey rhe 
Commandements , and be- 
lecue the promiſes ginen to 
the ewes + though there bee 
ſome particular differences 
betwixt them. 

Thirdly, The praQtice and 


| 


Secondly , The promiſe of 


needs bc far off from a num-| 


Gentiles, as well as of the|fi 


Fourth-' | 


. —_— = = '% 


j 
'[Jaged, ficke, and ſuch as have 


T he Boring of the Fare. | 


Fourthly, By compariſon; 
Fif men take ſuch lournies, 


and make ſuch ventures, for 
Ithcir bodily prouifion, How | 


| in generall, caremuſt be had. 


much more oughr they todo 
forthe good of their ſonles? 
21. What ſay you tothe 


young Children ? | 
Az. Touching all rhefe 


Firſt, that they make not a 
neceffitie where none is. 

Secondly, They mnften- 
denour though they cannot 


\ | Sermon, of them thar were 
| [there, 


| 


Lords Day,yerthatthey goe 
[as ofras they can byturnese- 
ttery one in his courſe. 

|. Thirdly,they maſtbemore 
carefull to aske queſtions;and'! 
to delire repetition of the 


| 


goc all at once , nor cacrie| 


"CR: 
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{ Fourthly, They muſt keepef 
no more at home with them, 
then of Necefhtie they need, 
and ſuch they may lawfully 
keepe to attend vpon .them- 
| (clues being aged, ſickly, im- 
' potent, hauing children, &c. 
bor herein the ſaying of the 
Holy Ghoſt may be remem- 
a bred, Obediences better then 
_ | Sacrifice. And againe, 7 will 
Heſe66. | hae Mercie and not Sacrifice, 
{ 9s, What is the ſcucnth 
impediment ? - 
Ax. The laſt and greateſt| 
{ let(which comprehendeth in 
| cffe& all the former,) is car- 
f nall Securitic, Impenitencie, 


NY es 2_c eau 8Y Hv, _, es £ 8 £& m4 


_ en a ans 


St. 


bi Worldlineſle, vncleanneſſe 0 
if | life, &c, which things cither 

ll | withdraw men altogecther|ſ 
from hearing , or clſe make} 
| them heare with a deafe earc, 


and a dead heart, &c. 
| 2%. 
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7 2%. What is the remedic 
LE hereof? 
47. Truc and vnfayned 
YERepentance, and eſpecially 
-Fchar one fruit and companion 
-J thereof, which may be called 
. care and delire both to know, 
Ee belecue and obey the Lord, | 
-Y ſpeaking vnto vs in his holy} 
aj Word : for it cannot bee but | 
{i} by the blefling of God, they} 
© muſt needs profit that goe to 
iſ che publike Aſſemblies,as the 
Souldiers , Publicanes and 
t| people 'came to Iohn Baprif, Luke 3.10, 
ſaying , What ſhall wee doe? |"v"% 
Eſpecially when they be tou- 
ched to the quicke with the 
feeling of their ſinne,and ter-} 
[rour of Gop s Iudgement 
| hanging ouer their heads for} 
| che ſame, as the people were, 
As 2.37. And the Iaylcr. | 482.37. | 
.2s. You hauc thewed _ & 16.30, 
what 


. 


_- 


loſhua 24, 
I F, 
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what impediments are to bee 
auoyded : now Ict mee know 
what dutics are to bee per- 
formed concerning this 
point ? 

A. Firſt, let ſuch as bee 
Gouecrnors of Families bring 
as neere as may bee their 
wholc Family with them,cx- 
cepting only ſuch as arc ap- 
parantly like to take hurt, by 
reaſon of their {icknefle,or ro 
diſturbe the Congregation 
by reaſon of their varulines, 
that they may (hew the zeale 
of faithfull 79ſaa, ſaying, 7,' 
and my houſhold will ſerue the 


Heſter 4.16. Lord, and with holy Heſter, 1 


and my Maiades will doe like- 
wiſe, thatis, faſt andpray, | 
2». What is the ſecond 
dutie ? 

41, Such as haue Neigh- 
bours muſt endeauour toen. 
COU- 


ment. 


mn, 


"rr ne 


pt. 
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ef courage and quicken them to 
oi ioyne 11 company,and to goe 
-Yrogerher to the Houſe of 
50 God, ſaying, as itis in Eſay, 
0 houſe of Tacob come, and let 
vs walke in the light of the_- 


Samaria, Come and ſee a man, 
&c. lo let vs ſay, Come and 
| heare a man, &c. The per- 
y{ formance of this holy dutic 
» | made Daxid glad at the very 
1 
» 
- 


+ = UQ 


heart, Thus Philip, and An- 
drew did inuite Nathaneel 
Land Simon to come vnto 
| Chriſt whom they had found 
- before. 
| 2%, Whatis the third du- 
tie ? 
An, As wegoe to the place 
© of publike Aflemblies , wee 
[mult bee occupyed and cxer- 
ciſcour minds with religious 
and holy Meditations, not 


Lord,and with the woman of | 


ſuffe- 


————— 


1 


Plal. 123, 


Ilohn 1,45, 


—_— — — 


tan with them to creepe in 
and enter with vs into the 
Houſe of God. 
9u. What bethoſc holy! 
Meditations which we Qughrt 
| to hauc? | | 
An. Diuers, as hath been 
partly ſhewed before, as 
namely, Firſt , before whom 
| | we come, namely, before him 
who is King of Kings, &c. 


pain, AS fend fn Mm = ann. @£AtAc wo. 
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c 

Secondly, VWhat thing welſc 
Et come to, namely, a ſuperna-|ſ- 
(516 1w"t5 | tural Banquet and heauenly|[f 
'&,, | Tablefor the refreſhing and/ſe 
t ſatisfying of our faint and 
| hungry ſoules , which will]1 
| workealacritie, as the former|ſ p 
| will humilitie. Ve ſee how|fr 
| ittaketh vp mens hearts if it|b 
goc to ſpeake with ancarthly|Þ| 

King, and to heare him ſpeak|y { 


| with! | 


— 


] 
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with them and bid them to 


-\fto his Table. How much 


more, when wee pgoe before 


eficthe King of Heauen and 


Earth to ſpeake to him by 
Prayer, and to heare him by 
Preaching,and by both theſe 
as alſo by the Sacraments to 
feaſt and feed with him? 
Thirdly, VVe muſtremem- 
ber .more particularly, the 


niffruit of Gods VVord, and the 


yy Oy I oy 


1 


| ſupport vs, andquicken vs in 
D our | 


efficacie thereof, in that it is 


called, The Kingdome of Hea- 
ven, The mcanes to keepe vs 
from Hell; The treaſurie of 
cternall life, A ſure word of 
Propheſic , compared to a 
light that ſhincth in a darke 
place, and is not only food to 
nouriſh vs: but alſo Seed to 
beget vs, Beeing able to ſaue_ 
our foules, That which will 


Pre.23.1, 


Mat-3.2 


Luk' 16.29 
Iohn #.39. 
1,Pet.1.19, 


lames 1.18 
1.Pet.1.23. 
14amFs 1-21, 
P/al. 119. 
ſ3 92, 
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Pſal.1,2, 


Col.3.16, 
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our greateſt troubles, beeing | 
the very ioy of our hearts. | 

2u, What is the fourth] 
dutic? | 
An. Fourthly,wee are toff 
readeand meditate in priuate 
with others if wee may fitly, 
and by our ſclues vpon that 
place of Scripture that is to 
bee handled in the publike 
Aſſembly, forifa godly man 
ought to meditate day and 
night in the Law of the 
Lord ; How can he be neg- 
ligent vpon the Day of the| 
Lord in thinking of that]: 
Scripture , which is to bee 
handled in the Houſe of the 
Lord? Andif the whole do-J| 
arine of the Goſpell ought]]: 


to dwell plentifully in ws al- 


wayes; How can we butpoſ-fj| t 
ſeſſe our ſclues of that part}: 


of the Goſpell or Word of ; 
God, 


OO es 
nn 


I| God, which wee gee now to: 
lfeede our ſoules withall ? 
| Moreouer, a Chriſtian ſhall 
| better remember the matter] 
| whichis deliuered, when hee 


I] to be vſed of the Hearers be- 
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hath thought of the ground 
of it before: andalſo diſcerne | 
morecleerely the grace, and 
power of the publike Mini- 
ſerie ſo farre excecding his 
priuate Meditations , or 0- 
therwiſe the weakneſle of the 
Miniſter if hee want either 
that gift that he ſhould haue, 
or be negligent in that ſludie 
and preparation which. hee | 


ought to vſc. 
2%. Whar isthe fift duty 


fore the Sermon ? 

Ay, Hee muſt powre 
forth faithfull and hearrie 
Prayer, firſt for himſclfe,that 
God will enlighten his mind, 


Col.4-3. 


D2 


PT nn em. 
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Ithen Infidels,as make not bo- 


{lies; they cannor bee Chriſti- 


— ———— _— cx 
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| 


| confirms his Mcmoric ,.16&-Jr 
forme. his Will ;- ſoften hisfn 
Heart;purific his Conſcience ſr 
chat:hce may grow in theſ]t 
knowledge of his heauen] 
Dodrine, lay hold of icby aſl 
true Faith, and. turne the 
ſame into the: daily , andfo 
wholſome cxerciſts of Praierfo 
and Repentance, hereinimi-Þ/ 
tating. the Prophet Dauid, ſl 
and the Apoſtles. r 
Secondly, For the peopleſſ 
that ſhall ioyne with him, ſj] 
eſpecially thoſe of his ownef 
Family. For if ſuch be worſe] | 


gu ——wl 


dily prouiſton for their Fam 


ans that negle& this part of 
proviſion for their ſoules. | 

Thirdly, For their Mini- 
ſters: for if Paudbeeing ſo ex- 
cellent an Apoſtle , needed 
the 


-—o_- 


” * - 


— —_ 
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e-Jche Prayers of the Ephtſians, 
o much more doe the ordina- 
*XEric Paſtors ;- and Teachers of 
: che Church need the ſame. 
ly - 2u. Wherefore «I(c-. is 
a Prayer neceſlarie? 2 


dj only giuerth wildome, and'our 
rf of his mouth commeth bnow- 
i-f ledge and wnderftanding. © 

{8 . Sccondly, Fleth and/bloud 
reucaleth not thoſe thingsto 
; VS, but God our —— 
Father. _ 

| Thirdly, The narurall-man 
© perceiucth not the things 
| which belong to the Spirit of 
j| God. 


CEORRDOBOBPIDIOIODOD 


gd. CoA? AK 
2%, Y Ou have ſhewed 


mece what isto bee 
D 3 done 


—C_O 


1c} ' <p... Becauſc, Firſt; God| 


Pro.2.6. 


Mat,is.17 | 


[,COr, 216, 


————— 


[ring, butaiſo of their Eye in 
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done before the Sermon,now||}4 
tell mee what is the hearers|| 
dutic in the Sermon while. 

An. Firſt, let ſuch as bee 
able to reade, bring with] 
them to the publike Aſſem-ſj| 
blies the holy: Bible, to the} 
end. that they may notonly 
ioyne with the Church in 
ſinging of Pſalmes, but alſo! 
readily turne to the principal 
places of Scriptures that are 
read, expounded, and repea-! 
ted by theMiniſter:by. which 
meanes they ſhall greatly fur-| 
ther both their attention and 
memorie, hauing thehelpe, 
not only of their Earc in hea- 


peruling thoſe ſcriptures, that 
arealleaged, to ſee whether 
they be truly alleaged or no : 
by which meanes alſo the 


— 


Miniſter ſhall, beemade more 
carc- 


rn 


.#i ſcrued,the Nouatian Heretike 


|| wzthout - wualeauened Bread. 


|| whom Aufine {peaketh Epr- 
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carefull to take heed, that he 

doe. not but vpon very good 
J|ground ,- {warue from the 
# words ofthe common Tran(- 
lation. If this had beene ob- 


flof whom Socrates ſpeaketh 
in the Eccleliaſticall Storie, 
durſt not haue added thoſe 
{|words to the Text which he 
did, ſaying, Curſed # euery one 
that keeperh the Paſſcouer 


[| Neither. would that bee of 


ola nona ad Hicon , haue (0 
vnaduiſedly made thathurric 
among the people, by rea- 
ding a word in the Propheſic 
of 1opas, otherwiſe then ie 
was in their Bibles. 


2u. Which is the ſecond. 
dutic ? | 
An. Every hearer muſt en- 
D 4 dea- 


A — 
ow oP 


Lib.7.cap5 


Markt, 
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deauour carneſtly to-bee pre. ||| 
ſent at the whole Sermon, 
from. the beginning ro'the 
end, both comming before 
the firſt Prayer begin,and not 
departing till che bleſhng bee 
pronounced. 1sdes leaning 
the Aſſembly of Chriſt and 
the other Apoſtles before the 
ation was ended, and the 
Pſalme ſung, had heauic ſuc- 
celle. This was counted ſo 
ereat afault in former times, 
that the Councelt of Car- 
thage appointed him that 
went out of the Congrega- 
tion, while the Miniſter was 
in ſpeaking, to bee excom- 
municated. 
2s. What-is the third ? 
An. Sleepe, ralke, and 
__ with other men,curio- 
fitic in looking about, and 
| reading of other Bookes,&c. 
in 


| 


| 
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in the. Sermon time muſt bee 
auoyded. 

2%. Why ſhould normen 

ſleepeat Sermons ? 
An. For 'diucrs Reaſons. 
Firſt, it is a breacty of the 
third Commandement, or a 
taking of Go v s Name in 
vaine by negleR, and abuſc 
of Gods holy Ordinance. 

Secondly, Itis an enemic 
to that attention , and heed.- 
fulneſſe in hearing which is 
required of vs. 

Thirdly, If fuch a iudge- 
ment befel} him that ſleptin 
the night, & that at an excce- 
ding long Sermon; What arc 
weto ſay of thoſe that ſleepe 
in the dayata Scrmon of an 
houre long? 

Fourthly, Ir is a thing of 
|cuill reportand example. 


24. How thall they pre- 


— 


FP . ——— 


uent | 


| 
Aflts 20.9, 
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| ucnt it, that by 'reaſon off 
watching, carly riling,age,or 
other infirmities can hardly 
auoid it ? 

An. They muſt ſceke by! 
all meanesto reſiſt it, praying 
and groaning in ſpirit, ſtan- 
ding vp,vſing the Pen ifthey 
can write, crauing the helpe}| 
of ſuch asſit neere them, &c. | 

2». Wharſay you total. | 
king, curious gazing,and ga- 
ping about, &c ? 

An. They are condemned 
by all the ſame Reaſons that 
ſleepingis, and that ſo much 
the more, becauſe ſleepe is 
ſuch a natuca!l Infirmitie, that 
it may ſuddenly and vna- 
wares ſteale ypona good and 
godly man, who hath often 
(rcſolued with his owne heart 
neuer to giue place vnto it : 
whereas any man that awe | 

ut 


| 


—— 
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| butaſparke ofgrace,and mo- | 


A 
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deſtic , may with alittle ſtri- 
uing , refraine talking , and 
looking abour, and therefore 


prophaneneſſe and impuden- 
cic then the other. 
#. But may not a-man 


An. No, not the very Bible 
it ſelfe, except it be the places 
that arc pointed to by the 
Miniſter, for wee arc to giuec 
attendance tothe things that 
are ſpoken. Beſides, it car- 
ricth with.it a kind of con- 
tempt both of the Miniſter, 
and Miniſterie,, and a ſecret 
condemning of thoſe that 
doc attend, 

2%. What is the fourth 


duticof hearers ? 


ic doth argue afarre greater | 


reade ſome good Booke of | 
IDininitic in the Sermon 
i [time ? 


AAs 3.6, 


th. 


44 


| ſpoken comparatiuely are 


© CAmiHee mult marke the 
whole Sermon from thebe- 
ginning to the cnd thereof, 
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and ponder as well one part 
of rhe ſentence, as anorher, 
& not take things to halues, 
or by ſnatches, as the manner 
of ſome is, which breedeth 
great inconuenience : for 
 henceir commeth that things 


wreſted, as if they were ſpo- 
ken fimply. Hence it is that 
the propoſition of a ſimili- 
tude is marked, and the appli- 
cation negle&ted, with dimers 
other inconueniences from 
whence ariſe Errours ,; Scof- 
fings, Caucllings, &c. 

9u. What is the fift du- 
tie ? | 

4n, Thehft dutie which 


may beereferredto the impe- 


Em — 


diments, is to come witha| ; 


free 


mmw__ 


| 


EE ee te eo tees ee. Ame 


free minde'not poſleſt with a- 
ny preiudice or tore-ſtalled 
Inion ; burt'in trying the 


pirirs ofthe Miniſters of God 


to hold aſt rhat which: is 
good.For as a coloured glafle 
makerth' all things of the 
ſame colour : ſoa preiudicatc 
opinion - maketh all things 
ſound chat way thar it ſelfe 
imagineth. This made cuen 
che beſt hearers of our Saui- 
our Chriſt, ſometimes not to 


ſpake moſt plainly tothem of 


| his ſufferings, becauſe they 


were poſleſt witha fore-con- 

ceiued opinion of a worldly 

Kingdome. Let vs therefore 

when we goe tothe houſe of 
God, looke to our fect, that 

1s, notto our corrupt affeti- 

ons alone, butalſo to our pre 


| [indicate opinions &conceits, 
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vnderſtand him when hee! 


1-Iobn "ST | 


Licke 18.31 
3b 


Eccleſ.4.17 
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2%, What is the ſixc du- 
tie? 

An. Sixtly , wee muſt not} 
be preſent with a mind pers» 
emptorily to determine, ac- 
cording to our owne fancic,| 
or to toſſe,, and ſift things to| 
and fro, as wee liſt, as if wee| 
were Maſters rather then] 
Schollers, Teachers, rather 
then Hearers , Iudges and 
Cenſurors of others rather 
then Learners. For there is 
nothing can bee ſotruly and 
plainly ſpoken, but Pride and 
Malice may peruert it: wher- 
fore let vs lay aſide all ſiniſter 
conceits of our owne know- 
ledge, wit, and learning, all 
contempt and hatred of the 
Miniſters perſons, vane glo- 
ric, ſclfe-loue, &c. which ma- 
keth men rhinke . nothing 


right and good but that | ; 
which 


| will vs totry the ſpirits,and 


> | which is ſaid in the common 
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which commeth from them- 
ſelues. Neither let vs with 
Phocion, count it a goodly 
thing to diſſent from other. 
.2u.Doth not the Apoſtle 


wdpe of thoſe things which | 
the Prophets ſpeake ? 

An. Yes, but it is not his 
meaning that men ſhould of 
enuie, yain-glorie, &c. ſub- 
ie& the Sermons they heare 
to their own proud and wan=- 
ton wits : but only with 
Wiſdome, Charitic and So- 
brictic to conſider whether 
the things deliuered by the 
Prophets and Miniſters doc 
agree with the rule of Gods 
Word, and the ſoundneſle of 
Chriſtian Faith. Further that 
will come to paſle if men giue 
place to their owne conceits, 


Pro: 


I.C09.14.19 


MC 
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Prouerbe, So many men, '{o 
many mindes: 2 uot homines, 
tot ſemtentie. 

9s. Whatis the ſcucnth 
dutic of Hearers in the Ser- 
mon time ? 

An. Notto beeralhbly diſ- 
couraged or diſtaſted with 
thoſe things which at the firſt 
may ſeeme difhcultand hard: 
but rather to vic the more di- 
ligence, and attention to find 
them out. 

2u. Why lo? 

An. Becauſe, Firſt, we muſt 
remember that the naturall 
man doth not cafily conceiue 
heauenly things. 

Secondly, Itis the will of 
God by this meanes to hum- 
ble vs, and to abate the am- 
bitious conceits of our owne| 
will, and to ſtirre vp our dul- 
nefle in Prayer, Meditation,| 7 


and\ I 
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and ſtudie, that the Lox v 
would cnlighten the cycs of 
our vnderſtanding,and to re- 
paire to the Miniſters of 
Gods Word. 

Thirdly, Men doe readily 
deſpiſe theſe things which are 
ouer calle and familiar at the 


Ffrſt, and through lothſome- |- 


neſlegrow faint, lazic,and vn- 
luſte. 

24. What is the cighth 
duric ? 

An, To vnderſtand, and 


| Imarke the method and order 


of the Preacher. 
2u. Why lo? 
An. Becauſe it Is a great 


| [helpe to the memorie, and 


ſeructh as the Star of the Ma- 


rincr, and as a threed or line 
without which. hee ſhall bee 
entangled as ina Maze. 


94. How ſhall the hea- 
E rer 
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rer attayne to this ? | 

An. I his ſtandeth partly} 
in the Preacher himſelf, who 
muſt kcepe a good order, clſc 
it will bee hard to follow him | 
ſtep by ſtep. Secondly, In 
the hearers themſelues threef | 
things are required for the 
-| helpe of their memorie in the 
time of the hearer. 

Firſt, diligent marking,not 
ſuffering their minds to ſtray, 
abroad about other matters. | 

Secondly, Looking tho-! 
rowly to the Text,to ſee how 
the Dotrines Exhortations, 
&c.are raiſed. 

Thirdly , To obſerue to|| 
| what point of the Cate- 
| chiſme, or head of Religion, 
eucry thing is to be referred. 

2u. What is the ninth 
dutie of the hcarer in the 
Sermon time ? 


ans = << 219 es Blas 


Ps ral, ns gf A ay © gw 


| 
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Il 42. To apply that which 
NY is preached,to himſelte, and 
[ſo to'turne it to the whol- 
"F ſome vſe, and fpirituall nou- 
"Fl riſhment of his ſoule. 
| 2u. Why ſo? 
| An. Becauſe the end of 
hearing is not chiefly to 
know and vnderſtand , _ 
rather to belcene, pratiſe, 
ſ|and obey that which is 
| taught. 
On, How (hall the hearer 
g apply that which is taught,to 
' | himſelfe ? 
"| C4. If it bea protniſe, by 
belecuing, and embracing. If 
|| a threatning , by belecuing, 
"||| and fearing it. If a precepr 
or dutie laid forth, by belce- 
"|| uing , and-endeauouring to 
'| practiſe it. Tf a prohibition 
; From a linne tayd out and re- 
| on by belceuing, repen- 
E 2 ting, | 


—_ 


| 


SI 


Mat.7.21, 
Luke 11.28 
OO 12.47» 
Iohn13 7. 
Rome: el}. 
lames 2.%5 
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ting,and {hunning of it. Fi- 
nally, if in cucry point thatY| 
is deliuered , they put vponf| 
themſclues the like affeRion, 
and feeling that is in their 
godly Teacher. | 
\ 29». Whatis the tenth 
dutic ? | 
Av. Not to fret and wax 
wearieand impaticnt,though 
the Miniſter bee ſomewhat} 
longer then the ordinaric}]|' 
time. | 
24, Ought not the Mini-| 
ſter to keepe himſelfe within 
the compaſle of his houre? [| 
An. Yes, hee ought to 
endcauour it as neere as hee 
can. 
«. Hath not the hearer 
iuſt cauſe to be offended ? 
An. No, for there may 
bee diners Reaſons which 
may iuſtly mooue a godly, 
Mi- 


I em — 
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Miniſter to goe beyond his 
houre , and therefore the 
hearer ought quietly and pa- 
tiently to continue to the end 
of the Sermon. 

.2u, What are thoſe? 

An. Divers : as firſt , the 
fruitfulnes ofthe Text which 
he handleth. | | 

Secondly , the necefhitic 
nd profit of it for the time 
and perſons that be preſent. 

Thirdly, Wantof oppor- 
[| tunitic to handle the ſame 
Text another time. Theſe, 
land the like conſiderations | 
| | may giuc the Miniſter iuſt 
occaſion to bee longer then 
ordinary, and therefore the 
hearer ought not to chafe, 
and fume, though hee doe a 
little exceed his time. 

2s, What other Reaſons 


haue you to perſwade to this 
dutic ? E3 An. 


33 
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\ 
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1] 


An. Further, let hearers 
conſider how cally without 
irkeſomneſlethey can be pre: 
ſentat a play , -orat ſome 0+ 
ther prophane anddle exex-! 
ciſe and diſcourſe of .greater| 
length then thoſe Sermons} 
which they doeſo much di- 
ſtaſte in reſpet. of the tedi- 
ouſneſle: (as they eſteeme it) 
of them,, and therefore they || 
ought-much more patiently I, 
to beare the 'pratrating of! 
time ar; che performance of |; 
ſuch a holy dutie. ' 

| 
| 


Ln. 


| 


On, Wherefore(clſe? 

1». Becauſc this chafing! 
at, &lothing of gaod things ||| 
in regard of the length of || 
them, doth argue a-diſorde- 
red, and ill afteted minde: ||| 
for as lothing, and diſtaſte of 
bodily food is a {igne of a 


ficke tomacke : fo the _ 
lo»! } 


——_—_—— 
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"I lothing, and diſtaſting of ſpi pr 
rituall food is a {igne of a {1n- 
l full ſoule: On the other (ide, 
Wl As a hungry appetite,and wel 
| r<lliſhing of our meate and 
"© drinke, is a ſigne of bodily 
SF health : fo the hungring if 
"ter thewholſome word, and 
delighting init, is a ligne ofa 
good heart. 
2u. What is thelaſt Rea- 
Mon? 
0. The pfraftice,, and 


t 


) 
| 
7 
f | 
ff 


Pſal.! 
MAat.5.6. 


#ig—* 


example of the godly Mini- 


| 


ges, who haue willingly con- |* 
tinued'a long time rogether 


lojh,$.34, 


ſters and people? in former A- | 35. 


.C. 


EV42.9.3+ 


at holy exerciſes as may ap- 
peare. How large was the| 
Sermon of Chriſt,the ſumme_ 
and chiefe points whereof 
are ſet downe in the whole 5. 
6,7. Chapters ? And that of 
Paul , Therefore it 15 not a 
E 4 firange 


| 


| 


”—— Ju 


| 


Mat cha?. 
5.6,7. 
Alls 29. 
| I1.GC, 


— 


1,C0,14.40 


T he Boring of the Eare. | 


ſtrange, or new thing for Mi- 
niſters to prolong their 
ſpeech, and peopletheir pre- 
ſence with patience and at- 
tention. 


dutic ? 


their owne with them, an 

looke to them in Sermon 
time , that chey neither gad 
out of the Church , ſleepe, 
talke, or commit any vnſcem- 
ly thing. 0 


ciall care of Schollers to bee 
had, and ſuch as can write ?. 


accuſtomed to take Sermons 
in VVriting. 


cauſe them to marke, and 


et I a tt. 


has carc tothe words of the 


9%. What is theeleucnth| 


Ay. That cuery one brin 


2», Is there not ſome ſpe- 


An. Yes, they are to bec 


v. Why lo? 
"S Becauſe, Firſt, it will 


— 


Kt 


: Prea- 
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| 24. Whar then is to bee 
- [done ? 


Preacher , and keepe them 
both from ſleeping, and all 
vnſecmcly behauiour. 

monary A » Ir will helpe 
both their memory & iudge- 
ment, and enable them to 
giuea better account of thar 
they haue heard, both for the 
good of themſclues and 0- 
thers. 


CAA X OR XAIIAg 
Cuare, IIIL, 


2s.TJAth not the hearer 
Hat: his duric 


when hee hath heard the 
whole Sermon attentiuely ? 

| An. No, although there be 
ſcarce one of a hundred who 
doth not thinke ſo. 


An. \ 


p— — 
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| Aa. Firſt, Mcn are not ro 
go outofthe Church ſo ſoone 
as the Sermon is ended, but 
ſtay the Prayer, Blefling, and 
Sacraments when they are 
jg 
u. WW lo? | 
= a Fob Prayer,it is 
one: principall 'part of rhe] 
worſhip of Cod in rhe pub- 
| like Aſſemblies, and there- 
fore cannot bee ſo deſpiſed 
without ſinne. Beſides, itis 
the exerciſe wherby al things] 
are bleſſed and ſanRifed vn- 
to vs; Finally, how can wee 
receine ſo great a bleſſing at 
Gods hands,and depart from 
his preſence without giuing 
of thankes ? 
9«: What other reaſon is 
there? 
An. If it would bee coun- 
ted a thing vncomely, and| | 
| vndu- 


_ 


—— 


— 
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vndutifull ;to ſtand before an 
earthly. King as a dead I- 
mage, and ſo ſoone as cuer 
his ſpeech were ended, to 
turne thy backe vpon him 
without any Requeſt or 
Thankeſgiuing : How much 
more to deale thus with him 
thatis, King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords? 
 2n. Why muſt wee ſtay 
the Sacraments? | 

An. Becauſe theyare the 
publike Scales of themutuall 
Couenant betweene. Go Þ 
and vs, whereby hee bindeth 
himſelfe to bee our God, and 
wee our ſclues to bee his peo- 
ple, and-therefore-wee are to 
bee preſent, not onlyatthe 
Lords Supper ', which' be- 
longeth to all Belceucrs that 
are of diſcretion to examine 


$9 


themſelyes but allo at - 
q1 = 


C— 


tr oe en 
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adminiſtration of Bapriſtgc, 
whereby the ſame Couenant 
of Graceand forgiuenefle of 
ſinnes is ſealcd vnto vs. 
2, Is itrequiſite for mee: 
of yeares to be preſentat the 
catechizing ? 
| 2m, Yes, Forfirſt, many 
#remen in yeares, which arc 


Secondly , It is a thing of 
good cxample , both for the 
encouragement of youth,and 
alſo of the Miniſter himſelfe 
when hee ſhall ſee them pre- 
ſent that can iudge of his 
paines. 

T hirdly, By this meanes 
the elder for ſhall bee better 
able to examine and conferre 
with the yongerar home. 
2e, Why muſt people ſtay 
the blefling ? | 
Cn. Becauſc the Loxv |; 


com. 


— 
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commanding his Miniſter to 
bleſſe the people, doth neceſ. 
frily imply their ſtaying cill 
the blefling bee pronounced: 
elſc hee ſhould not bleſle the 
pcople, but the bare Walles, 
which were to take the 
Name of God in vaine. 

2s. Whar is the (ſecond 
dutie ro bee done after the 
Sermon ? 

An. Such things as haue 
beene deliuered at Church 
muſt be, (as it were) chewed 
by Mcdication, and turned 
ouer againe at home after the 
example of the men of Berea, 
for the quickning of our me-! 
morie , increaſing of our 
Knowlege, ſtrengthening of 
our Faith, &c. 

9v. Wharis the third du- 
tie? 

An. Parents and Maſters 

muſt 


As 17.10 
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Ex0.12.36, 
Des 6,1,21 
{o/bua 4.6, 


mult demand , and take ac- 
count of their people, of the 
things they haue heard, 
2u. Why lo? | 
An. Becauſe, Firſt, they 
are to. haue a care- of their 


dies, 

Secondly, They that will 
winne others to Godlineſle, 
muſt beginne with them be- 
time, Sa/omon laith. 

Thirdly , By this meanes 
they (hal trame them to more 
conſcience. of their dutic in 
ciuill matters, and in the or- 
dinary workes, and labours 
of their calling. 

94. Whar is the fourth 
dutic ? = 

An. To conferre godly 
of that which hath beene 
taught by the way,and at our 


Tables;and nor according to 
rhe 
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ſoules as well as of theirbo-| 
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the wicked cultome of a great 
number, to fall preſently into 
idleand vnſauourie ſpeeches, 
or Diſcourſes of Worldly 
matters, yea, to ſcofhng, and 
carping at the doctrine, orat 
the Teacher thereof. 

2u. What profit com- 
meth hereby ? 

An. By luch godly ſpee- 
'ches Chriſt is after a ſortin- 
'uvited, and drawne into our 


company by the preſence of 


his Spirit, as hee was to thoſe | 
'two Diſciples in perſon that 
went to Emars. 

| 2+. Whatſay you then to 
ſuch as doe not vic this con- 
| ference ? 

An. They are like that 
| member of Be naturall bo» 
die, which keeping all the 
| food toit (elfe,, and not im- 
-' parting the ſamero the mem- 
| bers \ _ 
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| Luke 24.15 | 
J 2s 
Phil.4.9, 
Evbe(.4.29, 
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bers adioyning, doth in ſhore 
time corrupt both himlſclfe 
and them. 

2u. What is the fiſt du- 
tie ? 
{ An. To kcepe in minde 
thatthe Sabbarh is notended 


done : and therefore not to 
meddle with Worldly mar- 
ters : but to ſpendrhe reſt of 
the time in Prayer, Reading, 
Repctition,finging of P/a/ms, 
&c. according to the ſcope of 
the fourth Commandement. 
Therefore they are greatly 


2s ſoone as the Sermon is| 


deceined who thinke they 


have ſufficiently ſan&ified 
the Sabbath, when they have 
heard a Sermon ſuperficially 
inthe fore-noone: And they 
likewiſe who vainly per-} 
{wade themſclues that rhe 
SanRification of the Lords 


Er 
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Day | 


—— 
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| ceflarily required for the 


Day conſiſteth chiefly in abs, 
ſtayning from the works and 
labours of their callings, and 
yet will paſſe the ſameaway 
in diuers vanities, laſciuions 
Dancings, Drinkings, and 
bodily pleaſures, 

2u. May no bodily la- 
bours bee performed on the 
Lords Day ? 

An. Yes, ſuch as are ne- 


health, welfarc , and defence 
of our {clues or our Neigh- 
bour, and could nor well bee 
diſpatched the day before, 
nor deferred till the day fol. 
lowing. For in ſuch caſes the 
Sonne of man is Lord of the 
Sabbath Day. Whereforeche 
HMacchabees did fooliſhly in 


«cauſe it was the Sabbath 


ſuffering themſelues ro bee 
\ laine without reſiſtance be- 
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Mal. 7. 
M-t.13.36 
Loka 16.19. 
Atts 8.34. 
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Day, which error afterwards 
they decreed to reforme. 

2s. What is the ſixt du- 
tic? 

An, If we hauc heardany 
thing that ſeemed darke, and 
doubrfull to vs, not tobe diſ- 
couraged, but to confer with 
our godly Paſtor that wee 
may know the things that 
differ, 

2%. Why muſt wee doe 
this ? 

An. Firſt, We vſcitin the 
things of this World, much 
more then ought wee to doe 
[tin the things that concerne 
etcrnall life. 

Secondly, The Prieſts lips 
preſerue knowledge, &c. 
| Thirdly, Examples teach 
the ſame thing. 

2u. Whar is the ſcucnth 


dutic ? 
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An. 
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{ ſentence and cenſure himſelfe 


r 
& 


old leauen ſpoken of, 1.Cer. 
\5-7+ 
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an; Eucry godly hearer 
muſt ſound and ſearch his 
owne heart, and — 


touching that which hehath 
heard, how farre forth hee 
hath beene rebellious againſt 
the ſame, or yeelded obedi-: 
ence thereunto. 

94. Whar will thisſifting 
of the heart bring forth ? 

An. If we find a ſweet har- 
monie and conſent betweene 
Gods Word and our wills, it 
wil worke in vs toy and peace 
of conſcience,with Thanke(- 
giving to God, whoſe mecre 
grace, and free gift itis:other- 
wiſe it ought to humble vs, 
and worke thatgodly ſorrow 
in vs which Pas/ ſpeakethof, 
and cauſe vs to purge outthat 
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2.Cor. 7.10, 


1 Cor.5.7. 
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ſof the things that are taught. 


2%. Whar is the cighth 
dutic ? 
An. Itis, that all Chriſti- 
ans,eſpecially Superiours,dot 
endeauour to redrefle andre: 
forme ſuch as belong to theit 
care and charge , by a more 
ſpeciall applying, of ſuch 
things as are deliuered in Ser- 
mons, to their ſpeciall ſinnes 
and tranſgreſhons', doubts 
or feares, whereby they ſhall 
diſcharge a brotherly dutic, 
and inure the other to thinke 
more deeply and - fruitfully | 


| 


2s. What followeth of 
all this ? | | 

An. Hence ir appeareth, 
Firſt, how hard andexcellent 
a thing it is not only to/ 
preach, but alſo to heare Ser- 
mons profitably. - 


Secondly, It ſheweth how, 
farre 
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them hereunto ? 
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farre they be out of the way 
of diſcharging their dutie , 
who hauc ſuperhicially ſpent 
an houre or two either in 
preaching or hearing. 

2u, What then ſhould 
faithfull Miniſters doe ? 
An. They ought with all 
care to apply themſelues to 
performe this dutie of prea- 
ching holily and fruitfully, 
Firſt, by diligent ſtudic and 
meditation arhome. 
Secondly, By a zealous 
dcliuering of the fame in the 
Chutch. 
Thirdly, By Prayet, and 
watching for the profit of 
their Dofrine both in them- 


2u, What may prouoke 
CAn. The promiſes of 


Gops Word fet downe, 
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Eſay 
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Luke 11.28 
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| Eſay 49.4. and in-other pla- 
ces. 

2s. What muſt good 
people doe ? 
| <A, Firſt, preparethem- 
ſclues with great Religion to 
heare-the Word, and to vſc 
all reuerence andatrention in 
the hearing. 

Secondly, to endeauour 
with like Religion to expreſle 
and praiſe it in the whole 
courſe of their life. 

.2v. Whatſhould mooue 
them hereunto? 

An.Becauſe(as Chriſt ſaith) 
Bleſſed are they that heave the 
Word of God , and keepe the 
ſame. And the Apoſtle faith, 
The Word thus recciucd is 
able to ſaue thcir ſoules. 


